
)RU�D�JURZLQJ�QXPEHU�RI�LQGLYLGXDOV�
LQ� WKH�ZRUOG��ZKHUH� WKH\� FDOO� KRPH��
what home looks like, and who their 
QHLJKERUV�DUH�LV�GUDPDWLFDOO\�FKDQJ-
ing. These fundamental shifts in 
SODFH� DQG� SRSXODWLRQV� EULQJ� IRUWK�
WKH� IXQGDPHQWDO� TXHVWLRQ�� 
:KDW� LV�
FRPPXQLW\"
����

7KH� IROORZLQJ� VHFWLRQ� H[SORUHV� WKH�
FRQWH[W� VKLIWV� LQ� FRPPXQLW\� LQFOXG-
ing migration, refugees, internation-
al students, growth of cities and in-
formal settlements.  

INTRODUCTION

COMMUNITY?
WHAT IS
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United 
States

United 
Kingdom

Russia

Saudi
$UDELD

*HUPDQ\

India ����0

����0

����0

����0

���0

����0
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����0
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Emigration 
(From)

Immigration 
(To)

0H[LFR

Russia

China

6\ULD

:KLOH� PLJUDQWV� �HHLQJࢊ GLVDVWHUV� GRPLQDWH� KHDGOLQHV��
PRVW�PLJUDQWV� FRPH� IURP�PLGGOH� LQFRPH�FRXQWULHV�H[-
SHULHQFLQJ� HFRQRPLF� WUDQVLWLRQ�� 7KH� YHU\� SRRU� UDUHO\�
PLJUDWH�� DV� LQWHUQDWLRQDO� PLJUDWLRQ� UHTXLUHV� VLJQLࢉFDQW�
�QDQFLDO�UHVRXUFHV��(YHQ�LQ�ZDU�]RQHV��WKH�SRRUHVW�RIWHQࢉ
remain in their countries.

7KH� QXPEHU� RI� LQWHUQDWLRQDO� PLJUDQWV� KDV� LQ�
creased in all UN regions, with the Europe, Asia 
DQG� 1RUWK� $PHULFD� DV� WKH� SULPDU\� GHVWLQDWLRQV��
The United States serves as the highest recipients 
RI�PLJUDQWV�RI�DQ\�RWKHU�FRXQWU\�E\ࢉ�YH�IROG��ZLWK�
*HUPDQ\�DQG�6DXGL�$UDELD�UHFHLYLQJ�WKH��QG�DQG�
third most migrants.  Leading sending countries 
LQFOXGH�,QGLD��0H[LFR��5XVVLD��DQG�&KLQD�
 
0LJUDWLRQࢊ�RZV�DUH�W\SLFDOO\�UHJLRQDOO\�GRPLQDWHG�
E\�FRXQWULHV�FORVH� LQ�SUR[LPLW\�EXW�GLYHUJLQJ�VLJ-
QLࢉFDQWO\�LQ�LQFRPH�OHYHOV�

TOP MIGRANT COUNTRIES 2020

GLOBAL MIGRATION

FROM THE MIDDLE
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MIGRATION DESTINATION 1990-2020 RISING MIGRATION

MIGRATION

6RXUFH��,20�81�0LJUDWLRQ�������:RUOG�0LJUDWLRQ�5HSRUW��0� �0LOOLRQ

6RXUFH��8QLWHG�1DWLRQV��:RUOG�3RSXODWLRQ�3URVSHFWV������� 6RXUFH��8QLWHG�1DWLRQV���0LJUDQW�6WRFN�'DWD���������0� �0LOOLRQ
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CHRISTIAN MIGRATION 2010-2015

HINDU MIGRATION 2010-2015

MUSLIM MIGRATION 2010-2015

BUDDHIST MIGRATION 2010-2015

RELIGIOUS MIGRATION

'HVSLWH� KLJK� PLJUDWLRQ� QXPEHUV�� &KULVWLDQ� PLJUDWLRQ� LV�
QRW�DQWLFLSDWHG�WR�DࢆHFW�UHJLRQDO�UHOLJLRXV�DࢇOLDWLRQ�SHU-
FHQWDJHV�EHWZHHQ������DQG������GXH�WR�WKH�EDODQFH�EH-
tween immigration and emigration. Christian migration 
FRYHUV�PRUH� GLYHUVH� JHRJUDSK\� WKDQ� RWKHU� UHOLJLRXV�PL-
gration. North America is the largest recipient of Christian 
PLJUDWLRQ��QRWDEO\�IURP�/DWLQ�$PHULFD��(XURSH�LV�WKH�VHF-
RQG�KLJKHVW�UHFLSLHQW� IURP�&KULVWLDQ�PLJUDWLRQ��SULPDULO\�
IURP�/DWLQ�$PHULFD��$VLD�3DFLࢉF��DQG�6XE�6DKDUDQ�$IULFD�

+LQGXV�UHSUHVHQW�D�VPDOO�VKDUH�RI�WKH�JOREDO�PLJUDQW�SRS-
XODWLRQ��7KH\�DUH�PRVW�SURPLQHQW�DV� WHPSRUDU\� ODERUHUV�
LQ� WKH� *XOI� QDWLRQV� �DOWKRXJK� WKLV� QXPEHU� LV� LQ� GHFOLQH��
DQG� VHFRQGDULO\� LQ� 1RUWK� $PHULFD�� 7KH� ,QGLDQ� GLDVSRUD�
LQ�1RUWK�$PHULFD�LV�SULPDULO\�IURP�PLGGOH��DQG�XSSHU�LQ-
come levels.

0XVOLP�PLJUDWLRQ�SULPDULO\�RFFXUV�EHWZHHQ�SUHGRPLQDWH-
O\�,VODPLF�UHJLRQV�DQG�$VLD��(XURSH�LV�D�QRWDEOH�H[FHSWLRQ��
UHFHLYLQJ�D�ODUJH�QXPEHU�RI�,VODPLF�PLJUDQWV��3RSXODWLRQ�
JURZWK�RI�0XVOLPV� LQ�(XURSH�EHWZHHQ������DQG������ LV�
H[SHFWHG� WR�EH� DURXQG����SHUFHQW� JURZWK�� �:KHQ� FRP-
SDUHG�ZLWK�DQ�H[SHFWHG���SHUFHQW�SRSXODWLRQ�GHFOLQH� LQ�
Europe, the impact of Islamic migration to Europe is nota-
EOH��0LJUDWLRQ�FUHDWHV�DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\�IRU�WKH�*RVSHO��0L-
JUDWLRQ�FDQ�SURYRNH�UHOLJLRXV�FKDQJH�LQ�D�ZD\�WKDW�LV�OHVV�
FRPPRQ�LQ�RQHȆV�KRPH�FRQWH[W�

7KH�*XOI�QDWLRQV��OLNH�6DXGL�$UDELD��8$(��.XZDLW��DUH�D�SUL-
PDU\�GHVWLQDWLRQ��LQ�DGGLWLRQ�WR�(XURSH�DQG�1RUWK�$PHUL-
FD�IRU�%XGGKLVW�PLJUDQWV��$V�WHPSRUDU\�ODERUHUV��DQG�ZLWK�
high restrictions on religious freedom, migrants to Gulf 
QDWLRQV�DUH�RࢆHUHG�OHVV�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�LPSDFW�WKHLU�KRVW�
FRQWH[W�WKDQ�LQ�SOXUDOLVW�VRFLHWLHV�OLNH�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�

A MIGRANT RELIGION

INDIAN DIASPORA

ISLAMIC IMPACT

GULF STATES
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6RXUFH��3HZ�5HVHDUFK�&HQWHU���)XWXUH�RI�:RUOG�5HOLJLRQV��������������0� �0LOOLRQ 6RXUFH��3HZ�5HVHDUFK�&HQWHU���)XWXUH�RI�:RUOG�5HOLJLRQV������������

6RXUFH��3HZ�5HVHDUFK�&HQWHU���)XWXUH�RI�:RUOG�5HOLJLRQV������������ 6RXUFH��3HZ�5HVHDUFK�&HQWHU���)XWXUH�RI�:RUOG�5HOLJLRQV������������
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REFUGEES BY ORIGIN COUNTRY

GLOBAL REFUGEE POPULATION

TOP RECEIVING COUNTRIES 2021 TOP SENDING COUNTRIES 2021

TOTAL GLOBAL REFUGEES 

REFUGEES
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,QWHUQDOO\�GLVSODFHG�SHRSOH

7¾UNL\H 6\ULD

&RORPELD Venezuela

Uganda Afghanistan

Pakistan South Sudan

*HUPDQ\ 0\DQPDU

$V\OXP�VHHNHUV5HIXJHHV�
,QFOXGHV�RWKHU�JOREDOO\�GLVSODFHG�9HQH]XHODQV

6RXUFH��8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�(FRQRPLF�DQG�6RFLDO�$ࢆDLUV��������:RUOG�0LJUDQW�5HSRUW���0� �0LOOLRQ

6RXUFH��81+&5�*OREDO�7UHQGV��������0� �0LOOLRQ 6RXUFH��81+&5�*OREDO�7UHQGV��������0� �0LOOLRQ

6RXUFH��81+&5�*OREDO�7UHQGV��������0� �0LOOLRQ

6RXUFH��2XU�:RUOG�LQ�'DWD��81�+LJK�&RPPLVVLRQHU�IRU�5HIXJHHV��������.� �7KRXVDQG

7RWDO�QXPEHU�JOREDO�UHIXJHHV�VDZ�D�PDUNHG�ULVH�DIWHU�������7KH�
LQFUHDVH�RI�WKH�UHIXJHH�SRSXODWLRQV�FRQWLQXHV�WR�EH�VWURQJO\�LQ-
�\XHQFHG�Eࢊ UHJLRQDO� FRQࢊLFWV�DQG�JHRSROLWLFDO�HYHQWV�� ,QWHUQDO�
GLVSODFHPHQW�LV�WKH�PDMRU�UHVXOW�RI�GHVWDELOL]DWLRQ��ZLWK�OHVV�LQGL-
YLGXDOV�UHFHLYLQJ�UHIXJHH�DV\OXP��$Q�DV\OXP�VHHNHU�LV�VRPHRQH�
ZKR�KDV� OHIW� WKHLU� FRXQWU\� DQG� LV� VHHNLQJ�SURWHFWLRQ��EXW�ZKR�
KDV�QRW�\HW�EHHQ�OHJDOO\�UHFRJQL]HG�DV�D�UHIXJHH��'HVSLWH�VPDOOHU�
QXPEHUV��LQWHUQDWLRQDO�UHIXJHHV�DUH�D�NH\�SHRSOH�JURXS�IRU�WKH�
FKXUFK�WR�PLQLVWHU�WR��)URP�KXPDQLWDULDQ�DLG�WR�FRPPXQLW\�LQ-
WHJUDWLRQ��OLYLQJ�RXW�ELEOLFDO�KRVSLWDOLW\�LV�D�NH\�JRVSHO�ZLWQHVV�WR�
refugees who often come from countries with limited Christian 
presence.

RISE OF REFUGEES
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INBOUND AND OUTBOUND STUDENTS BY REGION

COUNTRIES RECEIVING STUDENTS COUNTRIES SENDING STUDENTS

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS

United States ���. China

United Kingdom ���. ���.India

Australia ���. ���.Vietnam

*HUPDQ\ ���. ���.*HUPDQ\

Canada ���. ���.United States

France ���. ���.France

China ���. ���.South Korea

Japan ���. ��.Nepal

8QLWHG�$UDE�
Emirates Kazakhstan

7¾UNL\H ���. ��.

���. ��.

Brazil

,QERXQG�6WXGHQWV2XWERXQG�6WXGHQWV

6RXUFH��81(6&2��,QVWLWXWH�IRU�6WDWLVWLFV��$FFHVVHG�)HE������ 6RXUFH��81(6&2��,QVWLWXWH�IRU�6WDWLVWLFV��$FFHVVHG�)HE������

6RXUFH��81(6&2��,QVWLWXWH�IRU�6WDWLVWLFV��$FFHVVHG�)HE��������.� �7KRXVDQG�0� �0LOOLRQ

,QWHUQDWLRQDO� 6WXGHQW� QXPEHUV� KDYH� JURZQ� HDFK� \HDU�
VLQFH� HDUO\� ����V�� 6WXGHQW� QXPEHUV� GHFOLQHG� GXULQJ�
&29,'��EXW�KDV�UHWXUQ�WR�JURZWK�VLQFH��0DQ\�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�
students come to faith and are discipled through campus 
ministries, increasing the importance of such ministries. 

<RXQJ�SHRSOH� IURP�&KLQD�DQG� ,QGLD�GRPLQDWH� WKH�JOREDO�
international student population. Western Anglophone na-
tions like the U.S., U.K. and Australia remain the most pop-
ular destinations for international students. Asia and Latin 
America are growing as receiving destinations.

GROWING OPPORTUNITY FROM ASIA TO THE WORLD

Africa

Africa

Asia

Asia

Latin America

Latin America

Europe

Europe

North America

North America

Oceania

Oceania

����

����

�0���0 ���0 �0 ���0 �0 ���. � ���. �0 ���0 �0 ���0������������������������������� �0 ���0
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URBAN GROWTH 2020-2050

% URBAN POPULATION INCOME STATUS OF URBAN GROWTH 
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7KH�ZRUOG�LV�QRZ�PDMRULW\�XUEDQ��$VLD�DQG�$IULFD�DUH�GULY-
LQJ� JOREDO� XUEDQL]DWLRQ�� $VLDQ� UDWHV� RI� XUEDQL]DWLRQ� ZLOO�
slow in coming decades and African rates will accelerate.
/DWLQ�$PHULFD�EHFDPH�D�ODUJHO\�XUEDQ�UHJLRQ�E\�WKH�HQG�RI
WKH���WK�FHQWXU\��1RUWK�$PHULFD�DQG�(XURSH�XUEDQL]HG�LQ�
WKHࢉ�UVW�KDOI�RI�WKH���WK�FHQWXU\�

*OREDO�XUEDQL]DWLRQ�DQG�PLGGOH�FODVV�JURZWK�KDYH�GHYHO-
RSHG� KDQG�LQ�KDQG�� 5XUDO�WR�XUEDQ� PLJUDWLRQ� W\SLFDOO\�
involves growing wealth and movement from lower to 
PLGGOH�FODVV��+RZHYHU��ZKLOH�WKH�SRRU�KDYH�W\SLFDOO\�EHHQ�
FRQFHQWUDWHG� LQ� UXUDO� FRQWH[WV�� WKH� FRPLQJ� GHFDGHV�ZLOO�
ZLWQHVV�DQ�H[SDQVLRQ�RI�XUEDQ�SRYHUW\�

AN URBAN WORLD URBAN AND MIDDLE CLASS

High-Income

Middle-Income

Low-Income

6RXUFH��8QLWHG�1DWLRQV��'HSDUWPHQW�RI�(FRQRPLF�DQG�6RFLDO�$ࢆDLUV��3RSXODWLRQ�'LYLVLRQ���:RUOG�8UEDQL]DWLRQ�3URVSHFWV���������0� �0LOOLRQ

6RXUFH��8QLWHG�1DWLRQV���:RUOG�8UEDQL]DWLRQ�3URVSHFWV������� 6RXUFH��8QLWHG�1DWLRQV���:RUOG������������0LGGOH�&ODVV� �����������GD\��0� �0LOOLRQ

Africa
Asia

Latin America
Europe

Oceania
North America

�
�
�
�
�
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GLOBAL INFORMAL SETTLEMENT CONCENTRATION

URBAN SETTLEMENTS 1950-2050

URBAN VS INFORMAL POPULATIONS 2018

INFORMAL SETTLEMENTS

,QIRUPDO� VHWWOHPHQWV� DUH� XUEDQ� HQYLURQPHQWV�
that fall outside of government control, regu-
ODWLRQ�� DQG� SURWHFWLRQ�� WUDGLWLRQDOO\� NQRZQ� DV�

VOXPV�
� ,QIRUPDO� VHWWOHPHQWV� DUH� WKH� IDVWHVW�
JURZLQJ�DVSHFW�RI�XUEDQ�OLIH�LQ�WKH���VW�FHQWXU\�

:KLOH� RQO\� WKUHH� SHUFHQW� RI� WKH� JOREDO� XUEDQ�
SRSXODWLRQ� LQ� ������ LQIRUPDO� VHWWOHPHQWV� ZLOO�
PDNH�XS�KDOI�XUEDQ�SRSXODWLRQV� LQ������� ,QIRU-
PDO� VHWWOHPHQWV� FDQ� EH� SODFHV� RI� SRYHUW\� DQG�
QHHG� EXW� DOVR� SODFHV� RI� KXPDQ� LQJHQXLW\� DQG�
FXOWXUDO�PL[LQJ��1HZ�IRUPV�RI�XUEDQ�FRPPXQLW\�
ZLOO�EH�FUHDWHG�LQ�WKHVH�LQIRUPDO�FRQWH[WV�

The highest concentration of informal settle-
ments are found in Latin America, Africa, and 
$VLD�� &HQWUDO� DQG� 6RXWKHUQ�$VLD� DQG� 6XE�6DKD-
ran Africa have the largest proportion of their 
XUEDQ�SRSXODWLRQ�OLYLQJ�LQ�VOXPV��

Informal settlements are growing fastest in Latin 
$PHULFD�DQG�6XE�6DKDUDQ�$IULFD��DQG�PRUH�VORZ-
O\�LQ�$VLD��,Q�FHUWDLQ�(DVW�$VLD�FRQWH[WV��LQIRUPDO�
settlements are shrinking. Informal settlements 
DUH�QRW� MXVW�JURZLQJ� LQ�SRSXODWLRQ�EXW�DOVR�H[-
SDQGLQJ� LQ� VL]H� DQG� JHRJUDSK\�� 7KH\� DUH� FRQ-
VWDQWO\� DGDSWLQJ� WR� SRSXODWLRQ� LQࢊX[�� VSRUDGLF�
JRYHUQPHQW� LQWHUYHQWLRQV��UHVRXUFH�DYDLODELOLW\��
DQG�WKH�FRQVHTXHQFHV�RI�FOLPDWH�FKDQJH�

NEW URBAN COMMUNITIES
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Eastern and 
South East Asia
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Central and 
Southern Asia

North Africa and
Western Asia

6XE�6DKDUDQ
Africa

Latin America

Informal Settlements 'HYHORSHG�8UEDQ�6HWWOHPHQWV

North America / Europe Oceania
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6RXUFH��8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�0LOOHQQLXP�'HYHORSPHQW�*RDOV�'DWDEDVH

6RXUFH��8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�(FRQRPLF�DQG�6RFLDO�$ࢆDLUV�������

6RXUFH��8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�+DELWDW���:RUOG�&LWLHV�5HSRUW��������SJ�������2� �3RSXODWLRQ�6L]H

Informal settlements are the 
fastest growing aspect of urban 
life.

���RI�*OREDO�3RSXODWLRQ ����RI�*OREDO�3RSXODWLRQ ����RI�*OREDO�3RSXODWLRQ


